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Zur Qetehichte da Erkenntnitsproblenu. Von Bacon zu Hum'. Von EDDABD
GRIM*. Leipzig : W. Friedrich, 1890. Pp. xii, 696.

An exposition of the philosophy of Bacon (pp. 8-57), Hobbes (pp.
61-169), Locke (pp. 178-864), Berkeley (pp. 867-484), and Hume (pp.
437-596), with special reference to theory of knowledge. While recog-
nising the independence of Hobbes with regard to Bacon and of Locke
with regard to Hobbes, the author still finds that English experiential-
philosophy within the period considered may be compared to " a drama
in five acts, which mounts upwards from Bacon and Hobbes to Locke,
and after having performed an internal revolution in Berkeley, reaches
its catastrophe in Hume ". The exposition is fluent, and many impor-
tant points made by earlier and later historians of English philosophy
are well seized. The result of the whole development, the author
thinks, was to show the necessity either of renouncing all secure know-
ledge, or else of seeking "an entirely new way" He does not say
precisely what ought to be regarded as the new way; but he has some
remarks at the end on the contrast between two aspects of Hume's
philosophy—the negative, backward-looking, and the positive, forward-
looking aspect. The problem of surmounting philosophical scepticism,
Hume only acknowledged himself for the time unable to solve ; he did
not regard it as insuperable And he himself attempted a psychological
solution, which is in its way positive, of problems as to the origin of
conceptions.

Herbert Spencer's Lehre von dem Unerkennbaren. Von ERNST GROSSB,
Privatdocent an der Universitat Freiburg. L B. Leipzig: Veit, 1890.
Pp. vL, 119.

An exposition (pp. 1-68) and criticism (pp. 64-119) of Mr. Spencer's
theory of knowledge as set forth in First Principle* and in The Principles
of Psychology. The exposition is careful and well-written. The criticism
is directed in detail against Mrr Spencer's " relativism". What the
author aims at putting in its place is " merely a scientific rehabilitation
of the view of 'common sense '."' More is given, as.may be seen, than
is promised in the title; the doctrine of the Unknowable—against which,
in particular, the author contends that religion as well as science is con-
cerned with the Knowable—being treated simply as part of a general
philosophical doctrine.

Herbert Spencer't Erziehungslehre. Eine kritische UnterBuchung. In-
augural-Dissertation der philosophischen Fakultat der' Universitat
Jena zur Erlangung der philosophischen DoktorwUrde vorgeJegt von
FRANK M'MURBT. Giltersloh : U. Bertelsmann, 1890. Pp. 82.

It in not stated whether the author of this Inaugural Dissertation for
the attainment of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the University of
Jena has actually received the degree. To have conferred it for a pro-
duction of this kind would not reflect credit on any University. Pro-
fessedly it is a " critical investigation" of Mr. Spencer's educational
doctrine in relation to his whole system of philosophy. The fact that the
author really knows something of Mr. Spencer'R works, and can when he
likes write an accurate exposition of particular points and even cite
relevant objections from other writers, only makes it necessary to speak
of him with more plainness. The remarkable—and very unpleasant—
feature of his "dissertation'1 is the constantly recurring, perfeotly
irrelevant, but to all appearances calculated, appeal to theological pre-
judice. The appeal is of a kind that it might have been thought had by
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